HURRICANE TRIVIA DOWNLOAD THE
• The deadliest hurricane to hit the United States was in
1900, in Galveston, Texas. 8,000 people were killed.
• The strongest wind gust recorded in a hurricane was in
1996 with Tropical Cyclone Olivia, just before landfall
in Australia. The winds were measured at 253 mph.

• Hurricanes and tropical storms spin clockwise in the
southern hemisphere. In the northern hemisphere, the
storms spin counterclockwise.

• Every few years the remnants of a tropical system cross
Mexico or Central America, from the Gulf or Caribbean to
the Pacific (or in the other direction), and redevelop into a
new tropical system.
• The longest-lasting hurricane was in the Pacific Ocean.
Hurricane John lasted 30 days in 1994.

NEW WKRG
WEATHER APP

We’ve upgraded the free WKRG Weather App just in
time for hurricane season. Our new app is easier to use
and puts the power of the most advanced weather
technology on the Gulf Coast in the palm of your hand!
The app shows detailed radar and sends custom alerts for
your current location, and any other locations you choose!
It even has a section dedicated to Tracking the Tropics so
you can prepare for any outcome. Watch video forecasts
from the News 5 First Alert Storm Team and live
coverage to stay informed, even when the power goes
out. Make downloading or updating the free WKRG
Weather App a part of your hurricane preparation.

• Up to 4 hurricanes have been observed in the Atlantic
basin at the same time.

• The latest observed hurricane for the year in the Atlantic
basin was on December 31, in 1954.

• 4 hurricanes have made landfall as Category 5 storms in
the United States: Michael 2018, Andrew 1992, Camille
1969, and an unnamed hurricane in 1935 in the Florida
Keys.

• The hurricane forecast cone is only for where the center
of the storm is predicted to be, not the impact of the storm.
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The free WKRG weather app is available to
download now from your app store.

WELCOME
Having grown up on the Gulf Coast, the words “tropical storm” and “hurricane”
became a part of my vocabulary at an early age. My first memories of seeing and
understanding the devastation caused by these incredible storms came in 1992. I
can still recall watching television and seeing the images out of Homestead, FL and
surrounding areas of South Florida after Category 5 Hurricane Andrew plowed
through the state. There were homes swept off their foundations, trees stripped of
their leaves and bark, and communities left completely unrecognizable. 2004 was a
pivotal year as I experienced three of the “Big 4” storms of that year, Charley,
Frances, Ivan, and Jeanne. I can recall hunkering down with mother at my
grandmother’s home riding out Charley, Frances, and Jeanne. The sounds of the
howling wind and driving rain, and the feeling of not knowing what was going to
happen have stuck with me through my life. That year was followed by the record
season of 2005, which saw four additional major hurricanes wreak havoc on the
Gulf Coast: Dennis, Rita, Katrina, and Wilma.
This year marks the 15-year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina and the most active hurricane season on record. While the odds
of a repeat of the 2005 season for 2020 are low, weather and climate organizations have consistently been pointing toward a
higher-than-average number of tropical systems forming in the Atlantic Basin. It is always important to remember that these
seasonal forecasts have nothing to do with the chance of any specific region getting hit by one of these storms. That is why
we always stress the importance of preparation. Having a full disaster supply kit with nonperishable food, water, first aid
supplies, medical and insurance documents, an up-to-date evacuation plan with designated routes, shelter information, and
accommodations for pets can make a significant difference for you and your family when a storm threatens our region. The old
saying “hope for the best but prepare for the worst” may seem somewhat cliché, but it is the truth.
Technology and forecasting innovation have come a long way since the 2005 hurricane season. It is a good point to remember
that as improved as our modeling has become, tropical storms and hurricanes have always and will always provide a level of
unpredictability. Every storm has its own unique characteristics and can present unique threats to the areas they impact. It is my
commitment to the residents of the Gulf Coast that the News 5 First Alert Storm Team will always do our best to
deliver accurate, concise information regarding any threat that a tropical storm or hurricane may present to our region. Our job is
not to over hype a situation or scare our viewers. We will always work to answer your questions throughout this hurricane
season. As we know, hurricanes are a way of life on the Gulf Coast and when the forecast becomes ominous, information
is key to making the right decisions for you and your loved ones.

Ed Bloodsworth, Chief Meteorologist, AMS

SHELTER TIPS

Hurricane shelters are your last option for safety while
a storm is moving in the area. Shelters are for those
who must leave their homes, but don’t have the
time or resources to find a comfortable alternative. Do
not expect much to be provided for you beyond space and a
restroom.
Shelters may be crowded and noisy. They are simply to keep
you safe until the storm passes. After the storm, shelters will
begin closing. Not all shelters may be open for
any given hurricane so watch WKRG News 5,
wkrg.com or check your EMA office. In extreme cases
where shelters fill up, you may be turned away

What to take to a shelter:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Driver’s license or government-issued photo ID
Change of clothing
Blankets
Sleeping bags
Pillows
Hygiene or sanitary products
Sanitizer
Medications, prescription & over-the-counter drugs
Eyeglasses
Dentures
Baby food/formula,diapers, wipes, teething gel
Water in plastic containers - 3 day supply
Food & snacks, non-perishable - 3 day supply
Cell phone & charger
Flashlight & extra batteries
Keys
Battery-powered radio and/or TV & extra batteries
Headphones or ear buds for your TV or radio
First-aid kit
Entertainment (toys, books, games, etc.)
Cash, checkbook, credit cards
Patience and a positive attitude

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Social security card
Proof of residence (deed or lease)
Insurance policies
Birth certificate
Marriage certificate
Stocks, bonds, and other negotiable certificates
Wills, deeds, copies of recent tax returns

Important Documents:

After the storm, if you are hit hard, the cleanup begins. It
can be physically and emotionally stressful. Pace yourself
to stay healthy and safe from injury. Make sure you, your
friends, and your neighbors are coping well with the
disruption. You may go days without electricity, clean
water, and access to stores and banks.

• Avoid using candles that may fall and cause a house fire.
• Watch for debris, and for downed power lines that may
still carry current, even after the storm.
• Test water for drinkability; wells should be pumped out
and the water tested before drinking.
• Do not eat fresh food that has been touched by
floodwaters. Wash canned goods that come in contact
with floodwaters with soap and hot water.
• When traveling, treat all four way intersections without
working signal lights as a full stop, from any direction.
• Don't run generators in a closed space.

In addition to all the items you would take to a shelter,
here are items you may need after the storm, as
suggested by the National Hurricane Center.

Water - at least 1 gallon daily per person for 3 to 7 days
Food - at least enough for 3 to 7 days
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Food for infants or the elderly
Snacks
Manual can opener
Cooking tools and fuel
Paper plates and plastic utensils
Blankets and pillows
Clothing, rain gear, sturdy shoes
First Aid kit, medicines, prescription drugs
Telephones - Fully charged phone with extra battery
Tools for cleanup and repair
Tire repair kit
Non-perishable food items
Pet care items
• Proper identification, immunization records and
medications
• Ample supply of food and water
• A carrier or cage
• Muzzle and leash
• Favorite toys
• Camera or camera phone- for documenting losses for
insurance purposes, and for sending storm damage
pictures to us at WKRG News 5.
• When dealing with contractors for repairs, make sure
they are bonded and registered or licensed according to
your jurisdiction.
• Request written bids and references from several
contractors. Once you decide on a contractor, require a
written contract that includes a timeline of work.
• Don’t make final payment until the work is done.
Request a city or county inspection to be sure the work
is up to code before final payment.

• Listen to warnings for rip currents which become
common and stronger with approaching tropical
weather. Stay out of the water.

PREPARING YOUR HOME FOR HURRICANE SEASON
Thanks to the National Hurricane Center for many of these tips.
• Take pictures of all of your possessions and keep a list of
each, along with their serial numbers and value. Copies
of these should be in a safe place outside of your home.
Saving them as digital files is helpful too.

• Take pictures of the total interior and exterior of your
home. Use the panorama feature of your camera or
phone.
• Scan important paper documents to digital files, or just
take digital pictures of them. Keep a copy of all critical
digital files in a safe deposit box or with someone you
trust, or in “the cloud”.

• Back up your computer and phone regularly. Keep
important documents on your phone or on a portable
flash drive that you can carry, should you have to
evacuate. Use password protection.

• Check your insurance coverage since flood damage is
not usually covered by homeowners insurance. National
Flood Insurance Program
fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program

• Find out if your home meets current building codes for
high winds. Homes that meet or exceed current highwind standards have a much better chance of standing
up. Visit IBHS (Institute for Business and Home Safety)
www.disastersafety.org
• Purchase commercial shutters or prepare 5/8 inch
plywood panels for all window openings. Store plywood
flat so that it doesn’t warp.

• Purchase a NOAA Weather Radio and program it for
your county and the type of alerts you want or don’t
want.
• Have a small portable battery-powered digital TV and a
battery-powered AM/FM radio.

• Install our free WKRG weather app and our news app,
and get a streaming radio app for your smart phone.

• Complete the installation of your shutters or window
coverings.

• If you do not live in a mobile home or in a surge evacuation
zone, designate an interior room with no windows or external
doors as a “safe room”.
• Stock non-perishable food, emergency supplies and a
disaster supply kit.
• If you can safely store gasoline, do so for your generator,
chain saw and vehicles.
• Invest in solar-powered chargers for your rechargeable
batteries and phone.
• Keep a can of spray paint to use for numbering plywood.
In the worst case, spray paint can be used for marking your
property for insurance purposes after devastation.
• Ensure that landscaping and trees do not become a wind
hazard. Rock and gravel can blow in high wind. Tall trees close
to your home may fall. Trim the dead, weak, or dangerous
overhanging branches from all trees.
• Keep gutters clean and downspouts clear.
• Check straps, tie-downs and anchors for mobile homes.
Few mobile or manufactured homes can withstand hurricane
force winds. Even if they are tied down you put yourself and
family at risk by staying in the threat of high wind.

1906 hurricane aftermath in Mobile. Courtesy The Doy Leale McCall
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, University of South Alabama

• Know the elevation of your property and how it
compares to local floodplain maps. Even if it never flooded
before, it still can flood because floodplains change over
time naturally and with development.
• In high-risk flood-prone areas, keep materials on hand
like sandbags, plywood, plastic sheeting, plastic garbage
bags, lumber, shovels, work boots and gloves. Call your
county EMA to learn how to construct proper protective
measures around your home.

• Be aware of streams, drainage channels and areas known
to flood, so that you or your evacuation routes are not cut
off. Avoid driving into water of unknown depth. Moving
water can quickly sweep your vehicle away.
• Always keep children from playing in flooded areas.

• Fill bath tubs and jugs with water to be used for flushing
or cleaning in case of loss of water service.
• Turn refrigerator and freezer to maximum cold and limit
opening their doors.
• Put vehicles in garage and back them up to the garage
door to further brace the door.
• Limit alcohol use to remain able to rapidly respond to
changes, which might include evacuation

• Be prepared when the storm strikes to go to your
designated “safe room”. Remember that there is little or
no wind in the eye of a hurricane so that’s only the
halfway point of the wind and rain. Do not leave your
safe room until directed to do so by local officials, or until
you are 100% certain the worst has passed.

• While newer high-rise condos are built to stringent wind
standards, the wind at higher floors will be stronger than
it will be on lower floors. Stay with a friend on a lower
floor if you are not evacuating.

• In flood-prone neighborhoods, store important photos and
documents in a watertight container, off of the floor or in the
attic.

• Even before a Watch is issued, if a storm is in the Gulf or
looks like it might arrive here, gas your vehicles and
get cash to have on hand. Do any little thing you can do
that you’d end up doing later if no storm arrives.
Get ahead of the crowds. Pay your bills that are
pending to avoid delays and inconvenience.

• Turn off and unplug unused large or expensive appliances
so they won’t get a damaging surge of electricity if power
fluctuates or is lost and then restored.

• Have an out-of-state friend as a family contact, so all your
family members have a single point of contact if you have
to evacuate or abandon your home.

• When a Watch is issued, storm effects are possible
within 48 hours.

• Limit phone use to only what is necessary.

• Know your neighborhood’s and home’s vulnerability to
wind, storm surge, and flooding.

• Develop a plan for family with special needs, especially
those who have difficulty moving around or those who need
daily assistance.
• Make a plan now for your pets if you evacuate. Have a pet
carrier, leash, and muzzle available. Ensure pets are up-todate on vaccinations and that pets have collars and tags.
• Post emergency telephone numbers by your phones and
make sure your children know how and when to call 911.
• If you have a landline, make sure one phone has a wire to
the wall jack and does not require batteries.
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• Once a Hurricane Warning is issued, it means you
should expect the wind or storm surge of a hurricane
within 36 hours

• Reinforce garage doors. Since they are so large they are
frequently the first part of a home to fail in high wind.

• Secure or bring inside all lawn furniture and other outside
objects that could become projectiles in high wind, or
float away in flood water. Prepare to install your window
shutters or plywood panels.
• Listen for safety instructions from local officials,
and follow the forecast updates.

• Charge all batteries for phones, flashlights, radios and
other devices.
• Moor or store your boat.

• In the midst of a hurricane or even a tropical storm, do
not expect any emergency response due to the dangers
of anyone traveling.

EVACUATION PLANNING

Thanks to the National Hurricane Center for many of these
ideas.

• When there is a possibility of a storm getting close, keep

your vehicle’s gas tank full.

• If you live in an evacuation zone and are ordered to evacuate

by state or local officials, get out as quickly as possible.
A mandatory evacuation means that if you choose to stay,
you are on your own and should not expect any rescue
or emergency assistance. Realize that your
evacuation zone may have a number but that number does
not relate to the category of the storm. Evacuation zones
are created based on ability to evacuate, since that
increases the risk of being stuck in traffic, or not being
able to get out at all. Expect traffic congestion and
much longer travel times than normal to reach your
family’s destination. It is always safer to travel in daylight.

• While evacuating moves you out of the immediate storm

surge or high initial wind threat area, realize that you
may still deal with flooding or tornadoes wherever you go.

HURRICANE KATRINA

Hurricane Katrina 2005 Getty Images

On August 11, 2005, the National Hurricane Center began to monitor a tropical wave as it emerged off the
African continent. It took eight days for the wave to merge with the remnants of Tropical Depression Ten
producing a large cluster of storms. An area of low pressure organized as the tropical disturbance moved into
the Southeastern Bahamas. On August 23, the system was classified as Tropical Depression Twelve. One day
later, Hurricane Hunter aircraft data confirmed that the depression had organized and strengthened to become
Tropical Storm Katrina, the eleventh named storm of the 2005 hurricane season. Katrina would go on to
become one the most powerful and destructive storms in history.
Katrina would make its first landfall on August 25, 2005 in Southeast Florida as a Category 1 hurricane.
Wind gusts exceeded 90 mph over the peninsula and over a foot of rain fell in some locations. After
emerging into the southeastern Gulf of Mexico, the storm formed a new eye and began the process
of rapid intensification. On August 28, a Hurricane Hunter aircraft reported a minimum central pressure of
902 mb. At the time, it was the fourth lowest pressure ever recorded in the Atlantic Basin. The storm was
upgraded to a Category 5 storm as winds exceeded 155 mph. The storm would weaken to a strong Category 3
storm prior to landfall at Buras, LA on August 29, 2005.
Hurricane Katrina produced record storm surge on the Gulf Coast. The highest surge readings occurred
along the Mississippi Gulf Coast with observations ranging from 24-28 feet. Mobile Bay and the Alabama
Gulf Coast experienced a lesser, but still significant storm surge of 8-12 feet causing significant flooding
in Mobile and Baldwin Counties. The images from the storm will stick with the Gulf Coast and
American consciousness forever. Over 1,800 people were killed by the storm, mostly from the storm
surge-induced flooding.
There are many lessons to take away from Hurricane Katrina. Even in the 21st century, with the advancement
in weather forecasting technology and the improved outreach in communities regarding preparedness, a
hurricane can still cause significant impacts in terms of property damage and loss of life. We have had many
examples of high-impact tropical systems since Katrina, including Sandy in 2012, Maria and Irma in 2017,
and Michael in 2018. This is why it is incredibly important to have your plan in place.

• Minimize the distance you travel to reach a safe location;

the farther you drive, the higher the likelihood of problems
on the roads. Your destination just needs to be far enough to
get you out of the evacuation area. In some cases that
may mean driving northward within your county to get out
of a storm surge zone, or driving a few miles to stay
with a friend in a stronger home. Make sure they know
you are coming! Arrange this at the start of the season.

• Have a planned route or place to go to. Know your local

shelter locations and how to get to them. Before leaving,
fill your gas tank and get cash from the ATM. Have
copies of all important legal documents for your home and
property in case your home is destroyed.

• Contact your local emergency management office to

register or get information regarding anyone in your
household requiring special assistance in order to evacuate.

• Prepare a separate pet plan, because most public shelters

do not accept pets.

• Carry all prescription medicines and special medical items,

such as eyeglasses and diapers.

• If your evacuation plan includes a boat, trailer, or RV then

leave early.

• Prepare your home before leaving by boarding up doors and

windows, securing or moving indoors all yard items,
and turning off all utilities. Shut off your propane tanks.

• Stay tuned to WKRG News 5, wkrg.com, our weather

app, or our radio partners.

[1J Find us on Facebook.

�FIRSTALERT

wkrg.com/wea�llow us on Twitter.

1

1

: ,
RADIO PARTNERS

"

1-N

SHELTER LOCATIONS
Hurricane Shelters in Mobile County
Mobile County officials base their decision about shelter
openings and locations on storm track, storm intensity, and
other factors. If you decide not to evacuate the area,
listen to WKRG News 5 for public announcements about
shelters open near you. Mobile County will post a list of
shelters prior to an event in sufficient time to allow for
timely evacuation of at-risk areas. A pet shelter will be
available in conjunction with one of the public shelters.
Use this link to find shelters:
https://www.mcema.net/Evacuation/Hurricane-Shelters

Hurricane Shelters in Baldwin County

Note the type of shelter in each listing. Not all shelters may be
opened for any given storm.
Bay Minette Middle School - Mass Care
1311 West 13th Street, Bay Minette

Daphne East Elementary School - Mass Care
26651 County Road 13, Daphne
Baldwin County Coliseum Mass Care/ADPH Medical Needs Shelter
19477 Fairground Road, Robertsdale
(Co-locates individuals who have physical or mental conditions
requiring limited medical/nursing oversight as well as individuals
who require electricity to sustain life support functions.)

Fairhope Satellite Courthouse - Electrical Support
1100 Fairhope Avenue, Fairhope
(Only for those requiring electricity to sustain life support functions)

Foley Satellite Courthouse - Electrical Support
201 East Section Street, Foley
(Only for those requiring electricity to sustain life support functions)
Baldwin County Level II - Electrical Support
207 North White Avenue, Bay Minette
(Only for those requiring electricity to sustain life support functions)

SHELTER LOCATIONS

Hurricane Shelters in Escambia County,
Florida
All are in Pensacola except for Northview High School.
Not all shelters may be opened for any given storm.
Global Learning Academy
100 North P Street
Jim Bailey Middle School
4110 Bauer Road

Success Academy Special Needs. Buildings 9,25, and 26
7045 Wymart Road
Molino Park Elementary School - Pet Shelter
899 Highway 97
Northview High School
4100 West Highway 4, Century
Pensacola Bay Center
201 East Gregory Street

University of West Florida
1000 University Parkway

Hurricane Shelters in Santa Rosa County,
Florida
Not all shelters may be opened for any given storm.

Avalon Middle School - Pet Friendly Shelter
5445 King Arthurs Way, Milton

Bennett C. Russell Elementary - Special Needs Shelter
3740 Excalibur Way, Milton
Chumuckla Community Center
2355 Highway 182, Jay
Jay High School
3741 School Road, Jay

Milton Community Center
5629 Byrom St, Milton

S. S. Dixon School
5540 Education Dr, Pace

Sims Middle School - Alternative Special Needs Shelter
5500 Education Drive

Hurricane Shelters in Okaloosa County,
Florida
Not all shelters may be opened for any given storm.
Antioch Elementary School - Pet Friendly Shelter
4700 Whitehurst Lane, Crestview
Davidson Middle School PRIMARY SHELTER
- Special Needs and Pet Friendly
6261 Old Bethel Rd. Crestview
Riverside Elementary School
3400 Redstone Ave., Crestview
Baker School
1369 14th Street, Blake
Kenwood
634 Eagle Street, Fort Walton Beach
Shoal River Middle School
3200 Redstone Avenue, Crestview
Northwest Florida State College -Pet Friendly
Radar Stadium
100 College Blvd, Niceville

Know your evacuation route and have a family plan

SAFFIR-SIMPSON HURRICANE WIND SCALE

This scale is for WIND ONLY, not for the size, rain threat,
tornado threat, or storm surge of a hurricane. A hurricane
with weakening wind at landfall may still have a high storm
surge. Tropical storms and hurricanes that move inland still
can produce flooding rain and tornadoes. Listen carefully
for all threats. There is a wide range of wind speeds and
damage potential even within a single category.

A Category 1 hurricane has winds between 74 and 95 mph.
Damage is minimal but winds are still dangerous.
People and animals struck by flying debris could be injured
or killed. Older mobile homes could be destroyed.
Apartments, and some frame homes will suffer damage to
roofing, siding, coverings, garage doors, and chimneys.
Large windows may be broken by flying debris, creating
danger even after the storm. Tree branches may snap and
shallow-rooted trees can fall. Damage to power lines and
poles will cause power outages likely lasting several days.
Danny in 1997 was a category one but it dropped more
than 2 feet of rain.
A Category 2 hurricane creates moderate damage with
winds 96-110 mph. There is risk of injury or death from
flying debris. Mobile homes may be destroyed. Some
uncovered windows will be broken by impact of debris.
Homes may lose roof structures and sustain major roof
and siding damage. Roof and siding damage to
apartments and industrial buildings will occur.
Unreinforced masonry walls can fall. Windows in high-rises
can be broken by flying debris. Commercial signs, fences,
and canopies will be damaged. Many shallowly rooted trees
will be snapped or uprooted and block roads. Near-total
power loss is expected with outages that could last from
days to weeks. Clean water could become scarce as
filtration systems fail. In 1998 Georges hit as a category
two, leaving over 2 feet of rain.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICES

Go to wkrg.com for links to websites or do a search for the office

Baldwin County, Alabama
251 -972-6807 (South Baldwin)
251 -937-0317 (North Baldwin)
251 -990-4605 (Eastern Shore)
Clarke County, Alabama
251 -275-8775
Conecuh County, Alabama
251- 578-5911
The Saffir Simpson scale ranks hurricane wind speed

A Category 3 hurricane produces damaging wind of
111-129 mph. Category 3 and higher hurricanes are classified
as "major." There is a high risk of injury or death from flying
debris. Mobile homes will be severely damaged or
destroyed. Complete failure of older metal buildings and
older unreinforced masonry buildings is likely. Well-built
homes will have damage of some sort. Windows will be
blown out of high-rises resulting in falling glass, which will
be a threat even after the storm. Most commercial signs,
fences, and canopies will be destroyed. Trees will be
snapped or uprooted, blocking roads. Electricity and water
will be unavailable for several days to a few weeks. Opal in
1995 and Dennis in 2005 were marginal category 3 at
landfall, while Ivan in 2004 and Frederic in 1979 were high
category 3 storms. Katrina in 2005 was also a high
category 3 at landfall.
A Category 4 hurricane produces extreme damage with
winds of 130-156mph. Widespread damage and destruction of
homes and buildings occurs. Power outages will last for weeks.
Water service will be out.
Hardest hit areas will be uninhabitable
for weeks or months. Dennis in
Navarre Beach, FL in 2005 and Harvey
in Texas in 2017 were category 4
hurricanes.

Escambia County, Alabama
251-876-0232

TROPICAL WEATHER DEFINITIONS

A Tropical Wave is a region of low pressure and cloudiness
that moves from east to west in the tropics. These are a
regular part of tropical weather.
A Tropical Disturbance is when thunderstorms develop and
last for more than a day within a tropical wave. These are
common.
An Invest is a disturbance that is being investigated by the
National Hurricane Center. Invests have a number for
computer tracking purposes but they should not be
confused with tropical depressions which have different
numbers.

Escambia County, Florida
850 -471-6400

If a tropical disturbance shows a circulation with the
thunderstorms becoming organized it is called a Tropical
Depression and given a number for tracking purposes. We
show it as the letter “L” on our weather maps. At this point
more attention is given to it as something that may develop
further.

Greene County, Mississippi
601-394-5627

If the winds in a tropical depression exceed 38mph it
becomes a Tropical Storm and it is then given a name from
a pre-selected list. The winds in a tropical storm may range
from 39mph to 73mph.

George County,Mississippi
601 947-7557

Jackson County, Mississippi
228-769-3111
Mobile County, Alabama
251- 460-8000
Monroe County, Alabama
251-743-3259
Okaloosa County, Florida
850-651-7150
Santa Rosa County, Florida
850- 983-4636
Washington County, Alabama
251-847-2668

A Category 5 hurricane is catastrophic.
Winds exceed 156 mph. It’s the worstcase scenario.
Near-total destruction of entire
neighborhoods happens. Months and
years of difficult recovery follow.
Camille in 1969 was a category 5 in
southern Mississippi and so was
Michael near Panama City, FL in
2018.

If the tropical storm increases wind speed to 74mph or
greater it is then called a Hurricane.
A Major Hurricane has winds over 110mph, meaning
category three or higher.
Maximum sustained wind is the highest wind in any part of
a tropical storm or hurricane as measured or, in most cases,
estimated. Most parts of a tropical storm or hurricane have a
lower wind speed but there are always gusts and sometimes
tornadoes that further increase the local wind.
Subtropical is used to describe tropical depressions or
tropical storms that are a hybrid between tropical and nontropical. It’s a technical distinction that doesn’t change
much about the impact at landfall. Subtropical storms can
grow into hurricanes.
Extratropical describes a system that was a tropical storm
or hurricane but either merged with a front or regular region
of low pressure. These can maintain strength as large storm
systems for a while before fully weakening.
A Watch means a certain type of hazardous weather is
possible. Watch and be alert.

Never attempt to drive through flood waters

A Warning means the hazardous weather is imminent or
happening. Take immediate action.

